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Whibe oak salvaged from the site

‘was locally milked and wtilized for the
fioaring throughout the home Extenine
custom Bulll-ins by 30 Works andd Bitaro
Woodworks marimize Shoeadge space,
reduce chitber and maintan a clean
modern aesthetc
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Conceptual ele ancmicality in a
contemporary hﬂnke esigned for a yoymg family.
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Architecture i4 not static, At irs best,
it i5 a creative mélange that incorporates
no: enly the physical considerations of
a project, but the life experience and
intuition of the makers. "Archirecture can
accommaodare an almost infinite number
of diseiplines.” notes Elihu Sicgman.

.JI.:1'!.'[;1iI'IE — MmatRe e, '|'|||:|||:!|11§_
science, philosophy, litcrature — can
influence the project. For some, it all
about the engineering, for others it's aboue
the poemry.”

Imagine, then, the blended skills
required to ereate a contemporary home
on a severely sloping lot thar is able
to accommadate both the challenging
topography and the ever-changing neads
of a voung kmily. With the Aleph House,
on Town Mountain Road in Asheville,
Siepman Associates have done just that;
the architectural equivalent of a perfect
poem.

It's an organic process, and for
aegman and his parter, Michael
Silverman, it began with the site itself
— and with a calligraphic form from the
Hebrew alphaber. “The configuration
of Aleph was the imperus of the design
concept,” explains Elihu., “It's the first
letter of Hebrew alphaber. It's the first
breath of creation — a point where things
converge. It's also silent letrer, so there
arc also aspects of simplicity...and of
humilicy.”

Their clients had a streng attachment
o the location. A professional couple with
school-aged children, they had chosen
the four-acre lot for its sense of sancruary
and casy access o downtown, T Thers was
sormething really unique about the site,”
the homeowner notes. “The views captivated us. Even before
the house was constructed, we'd drive up and just enjoy being
there.”

The designers were charged with preserving the integrity
of the sitc — minimizing the footprint of the stnecure and
capruring the views — while providing for the functional needs
of the family: communal and private spaces, guest quarners
and.. studios. Both the husband and wife are amizans: he isa

Thie central ste nesy 15 The Fulbcnurm of
Ehi house. The staindass steal rails B Vad
fabncated by Fortable Weldng. usng
cable produced by Admencan Cable, a
oemal manulasiurer
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woodworler: she is a ceramic artist,

So they returmed o the beginning: o ."'|.|-:|.1h. The characres
has a strong diagonal central line, flanked by two smaller accent
:-r.r':-k-:*.-. II.'“':F"I was in the back of our min;:lf. and as we dr_-'.;::'q
the project, the image came back into pl
“The clients weren 't inif.i.|||:..' g
they wanted. They were more artuned o

']r"- woanderdul o have a elient whao | 'r-:-rhiru_.:
that is forward-thinking,” he A contemporary
architectural approac e full .:I:]'.'.in[.]l__ of th
j”d e .j,"_-._-1|3,- - .1‘||:|: rwithous pre
conditions o the imperative to empoy cemain forms.”
O thie main | two bedrooms wings are b
communal Space, That core arca — an el

g central stroke of the Aleph ps outward
ge and thrusts forward into the sky iself, suppomed by a
cantilever. The lower level provides firm suppont. hugging the side
of the mountain and offering a multi-function sector which links tf
: s The studses feature

crooims for the

B15Y AC0EEs D the -:m1-l-::-:|r-.,-'1
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enit of building blocks, almaost playful in

of their amangement. Buz the .J.'|."|.'|.]r-;'.'.‘11|:j.

medules belies the complex geometry invelved, Angles
and trajectories are resolved in the nautilus-curved central staireray
— the verical fulcrum of the house zontally, the main
SITUCTUrE 15 .all'gnu-'j to the soduth, |.'u'.'rh.'|:! for both acrive and
solar gain. A solar heating system by Sundance
anticipation of adding the callection panels in the near furure.
The serucraral {:ru;c-pl:l,l.ﬂh_,' -:-|-.'g_.xnr, bt gocs E:I'L':.'fllfd
the theo

“lapg

wide a welcoming environment for the family.
EI?“T‘EEI'H.]H. [II: rI'II'.' .I'.I:IL'I"-E h"ul.' oS,

“but 1 find that much of it is rather cold. A grear deal of efforr was

imvested im I:'|'|1..:|:r||_.,1 meaterizls that would give the house a warm

feeling — natural materials and handmade things. Anywhere we

character to the house,
man and Silverman also managed the construction,
al talenes. White cak, f
flooring and Daniel Stephens of 3D
Siaspphls

winrks A evtendive huile-in |:.1hir5r.-|:r}' and storage, C




Rifaro fashioned the Douglas fir kitchen
cabinetry. Mandala Designs created the
monsithic kitchen island and an elegane

polished concrere bench that extends

along the length of the |:i'.'i:|||:; FOOIm, SCIVINE
1t hoth a base for the wood stoae and
abundant seating space.

Greg Cloos of Cloos Landscape

irehitecture designed the rerraced
landscaping to blend seamlessly with
r:1n'.|11.1J.i|:|.~:idu, uti[i::ir'lE the :-.I!|'.1I'||::§.]]'l.'.11',l:ﬂ
from the site excavation to build neardy 1820
feet of decorative and retaining walls.

"Wherever we used a matenial, we mied to exploit its capacities
and mainsain its insegriy.” Stegman explains. Whether in the raw
state or with refimements, we wanted the matenals to be true to ther
nagurne,

The .'1|,||'_"|:||‘| Haouse, oo, is true o 115 natiine: poant-on and
poetic, " This project is so :-P'I.'-."i.ll for Us Peerman. “It's so
fully realized — from concept to manifestation.” w
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